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Fa. I do not see that's any of her concern.
Da. Yes, indeed, sir, it is; and I am afraid she will grieve herself to death about it.
Fa. If that had been any grief to her, she would not have acted as she has done.
Da. It is a terrible case, sir, to have so many powerful arguments press against conscience; I wonder she has been able to stand her ground against them, and I am sure it lies very heavy upon her mind.
Fa. What do you mean by arguments pressing upon her conscience ?
Da. Why, sir, to name no more, here is a gentleman, who by his professed choice of her, and extraordinary proposals to her, has given undoubted testimony of his loving her very sincerely: in the next place, a splendid fortune, giving her a prospect of enjoying all that this world can offer: thirdly, a very agreeable person, and one that has by his engaging conduct, made some way into her affections ; so that 'tis easy to see, she not only has a respect for him, but really loves him; and lastly, the displeasure of her father, who she never disobeyed before, and to disoblige whom is effectually to ruin herself for this world. Are not these, sir, pressing things ?
Fa. And why do not they prevail with her then ? And why is she so wilful ?
Da. Nothing but her conscience, a sense of her duty to God, and her own future peace, has upheld her resolution ; he has professed himself to be a man of no religion, and such a one she dares not marry.
Fa. I understand nothing of it, nor do I see any need to pretend conscience in the case at all; there's nothing of weight in it.